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IDEA WITNESSES TO MURDER OF THE LAKE HURON SHORELINE 

 

 

WHO We are witnessing the murder of the Lake Huron shoreline.  The killer stalks the shoreline using 

methods as effective as the silencer of a gun.  The general population of the Province of Ontario 

are witnesses and have seen the murderer BUT THEY DON’T KNOW IT.  

       

WHAT Phragmites Australis, Canada’s worst invasive weed, is the murderer moving cunningly like an 

army of  Phragmites foot soldiers along the shoreline killing any other species in its path and 

disguised as an attractive tall grass to cut and take home for a fall planter.   It is non-native and 

its growth doubles yearly.  Its roots poison any living plant around it and its rhizomes grow as 

long as 30 metres with new shoots every half metre.   Reaching heights of 15 feet, its attractive 

tassel can hold up to 2000 seeds.  It can only be handled by experts to control its spread and it 

cannot be eradicated.  Eventually the rhizomes connect to form one massive plant.  

         

WHEN The 11.1 kilometre stretch located in the Municipality of Kincardine between Baie du Dore and 

the McGregor Provincial Park border are sensitive wetland and A.N.S.I. (Area of Natural and 

Scientific Interest) housing provincially, federally and globally rare species.  A wetland scientist 

toured the area July 2012 and concluded if the Phragmites is not brought under control NOW 

Baie du Dore, the site where the bald eagle winters, will be devastated in a year or two.  The 

remaining area will be ravaged several years later.  Provincially rare grasses and species at risk 

such as Turtles (e.g. spotted turtle), American White Pelican, Eastern Ribbonsnake, Bald Eagle, 

Chimney Swift, Barn Swallow, Boblink, and fish rely on this habitat for nesting and spawning.   

 

WHERE Some Municipalities within the Province have brought it under control in their areas and 

Rondeau Provincial Park, Huron Kinloss, Kettle Point, Sauble Beach, and Saugeen Shores are 

examples.  This year’s unseasonabIe weather has spurred its growth and it is now not confined to 

growing along the shoreline.  Look in the ditches as you travel home from the cottage.   

  

WHY The general population has not been educated about this weed and its mission of destruction.  It 

is cut for fall bouquets and an incredible quantity of seeds are transported.   Construction 

equipment and ATV’s that travel the shoreline transplant the weed.  It grows ruthlessly.   

 

HOW Attempts to control it have been piecemeal.  The only wetland scientist works with the only 

chemical expert, sanctioned by the Ministry of Environment and Ministry of Natural Resources, 

within this Province.   They respond to communities who want help dealing with this most 

horrible weed.  The Healthy Lake Huron Group, the MNR, MOE, Ministry of Agriculture and Food 

all had representatives tour this area and concur that chemical application is the only recourse.  

Before the cavalry can come a standard Letter of Opinion is required from the MNR. 

 

The Ministry overseers are worried the chemical will kill the very species the Phragmites ARE 

killing and although the only two Provincial experts are known to them the norm is a slow 

response.  Only as of October 11th the MNR has provided the Letter of Opinion B U T the area 
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must be sprayed by December 31

st

 of this year and a new application for a Letter of Opinion 

must be submitted with the overall Management Plan for the years ahead. 

PROBLEM:   Regardless of the fact the chemical expert cannot come until late October, the 

Phragmites are not green and responsive to chemical application now and the weather is wet, 

windy with snowing spurts.  Further, Sarnia Lambton has been waiting since JANUARY 2012 for 

their Letter of Opinion.  Conceivably, the wetland and A.N.S.I. might have to wait until 2014 and 

by then the cost will have increased exponentially from the current $250,000.00 estimate.           

 

In the area of immediate concern in the Municipality of Kincardine, houses sit empty because 

owners could not sell them (for strictly  personal reasons) due singularly  to the Phragmites 

growing on the beach.  The area looks like a battle zone.  Frustrated landowners cut it and it 

grows thicker; they spray it, untrained and uncertified, with a chemical and native species die 

while the Phragmites continue to thrive.   The Conservation Authority does not require that 

Letter of Opinion and owns Brucedale Campground in the area of concern  but refused to hold an 

emergency telephone conference to take over funding from the Municipality so that spraying 

could begin this past August as the experts suggested.  Instead they will discuss it at their Board 

meeting at the end of October.  

 

There are pockets of groups concerned with the health of our fresh water lakes and their 

respective shorelines. The Phragmites gang is now in the wheat fields of Alberta.  They are 

operating in the northern American states.   What is confounding is the provincial and federal 

response is lacking in covering the overall scope of what the Phragmites Australis is really up to.  

There appear to be jurisdictional responsibility issues at hand.    The mode should be proactive 

instead of reactive.  The norm for a response from the MNR needs to be changed.  An 

organizational chart of some kind needs to be devised with clearly defined roles and reporting 

structure.  An overall Management Plan and public education are paramount.  More experts 

need to be hired for the fight.  The money the Federal Government is dedicating to finding two 

ships lost in the Artic 150 years ago should be reallocated to emergency causes such as the 

Phragmites predicament that has us all in a stranglehold.    The displacement to our A.N.S.I. and 

wetland is brutal.  Phragmites is growing in the ditches in front of the Municipal office in 

Kincardine and it may someday grow in front of the Parliament buildings – it is that aggressive.  

Can you just imagine the carnage that can be done to our fresh water lakes? It IS realistic to 

presume the bald eagle wintering site can conceivably be wiped out because response is simply 

too late by those in charge of their very safety. 

 

Respectfully submitted for topic consideration,  
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